The BiSHOr of Willesden proposed that the report of the Council for the year 1912 be and is hereby received. He said the Bishop of London had asked him to explain to the meeting that his absence from it did not mean that his lordship's interest in the Fund had suffered any diminution, but he found his time so fully occupied in connection with Ordination candidates that it was impossible for him to attend. He (the speaker) considered it a great honour to be asked to propose the .resolution. It could be safely concluded that the report was published with the greatest accuracy. A satisfactory feature was that the amount which had been collected this year slightly exceeded last year's sum. Unhappily, as one saw by the papers, the amount given to the King's Fund showed a slight falling off. But supporters of the Sunday Fund should not preen themselves too much, because this year's total was not by any means the highest. But the number of congregations contributing was this year the largest yet reached?namely, 2,132, or exactly twice as many as when the Fund was originated forty years ago; yet the amount contributed had not advanced in proportion.
In 1905 the collections realised nearly ?49,000, whereas this year's figure was ?36,000. Next year would be the fortieth of the Fund's existence, and he hoped it would be signalised by a special effort to retrieve past deficiencies.
He remembered the Fund being started, and in those early days there was a delightful amount of competition among the various churches in the town in which he lived, and probably all over England, as to which should do the best for the Fund. Though competition was not always commendable, and was not nearly so good as co-operation, he feared that healthy emulation had largely ceased in connection with the Hospital Sunday 
